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ABSTRACT
A program of functional literacy, as an integral part

of the program of Farmers' Training and Functional Literacy, is
presented. Its objectives are: (1) to increase the attainment and use
of literacy skills, and (2) to bring about the socio-economic change
on the individual with particular emphasis on changes in agricultural
production. The specific objectives of this pilot study were to
obtain the qualitative and quantitative measurements of: (1) the
attainment and use of literacy skills, (2) the impact of the program
on the individual, and (3) the teaching/learning situation. The study
was conducted on an "ex-post-facton basis using experimental and
matched control groups. Primary data was gathered by a team of seven
interviewers. The experimental group consisted of adult farmers,
drawn from 12 villages. Factors used for measureent purposes covered
the following areas: (1) the literacy skills attained by the
participants, (2) the impact on agriculture of the knowledge of
improved farm practices, (3) the teaching learning situation.
Findings include: (1) At least 80% of the participants achieved
literacy skills of varying degrees of utility; and (2) The final rate
of adoption of agricultural practices among the participants and
control groups and its relationship to literacy ability indicated
that the rate of adoption among the functional literates and control
illiterates tended to vary directly with literacy level. (CK)
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FOREWORD
One of the recent developments, which is of great signi-

ficance to countries lilce ours, is the idea of linking education
to development, particularly for increasing production. In the
field of adult literaey, this haI led to the emergence of the con-
cept of functional literacy or work-oriented. literacy. Based
on this concept, -ye have, initiated, Farmers' Functional Literacy
Project (Kisan Saksharata Yojana) which is one of ihe three
components of the integrated programme' of ,Farmers' Training
and Functional Literajey jointly sponsored by' the Armistries of
Food and Agriculture, Information Sc Broadcasting and Edu-
cation on a pilot baiis in 100 Met Yielding Varieties districts.

2. Being a pilot project, it's evaluation is essential, not only
to assess the achievements in terms of the stated objectives,
but also to provide continuous feed-back for programme im-
provement., An attempt in this direction was made by making
an evaluative study of the project in Lucknow clistrict of
Uttar Pradesh in a scientific and systematic manner, during
November-December, 1070.

3. The study throws up some very positive results. it has,
in the first_ instance. presented .evidence- that _The programme
of ;Tunctional Literacy has developed literacy 'skills of varying
degrees of utlity, cfisseminatedAnowledge of improved agri-
cultural practices, speeded up the adoption rate of these prpc-
tices and effected certain..attitudinal. changes. There , also
abundant evidence to indicate, that the , Functional Literag
training has a pove influence in making Smpact on agri-
cultural knowledge and adoption .of -innovations.. These indeed
are very encouraging results.

4: The study has provide& us 'valuable data on the bisis,of
itich the content and quality Of the programme tan- be- ircil
proved and the areas which need Ito :be strengthened.-

5. This study has hetped us in testing out methods and
procedures which can be used" in an extianded eialuationt

scheme.
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6./A committee of Direction consisting of the following,
was, assigned the overall responsibility of conducting the pilot
evaluative study:

s,

(1) Dr. S. N. Saraf. Director, Bureau. of Pilot Projects,
Adult Education & Statistics, Ministry of Educa-

,

tion.
.

(2) Dr.- T. A. Xoshy, Director,. Directorax, of f Adult
Education.. Ministry of Education. ,

(3) Mr. Marion T. fiedegaard, UNESCO Expert on
Functionil Literacy EValuation.

,

(4) Dr.,(Mrs.) S. Malay, Deputy Director, Directorate of
Adult Edncation, Mmistry of Education.. -

(5) Mr- R. & Mathur, Senior Technical Assistant,
Directorate of Adult. Education, Ministry of Edu-

,. cation.

The design Or the -stndy, the schedules -and. test's were pre-
pred by Dr. (Mrs.) S. Mulay in co.nsultatiOn with Mr. Marion
T. Hedegaard. In the- preparation- Of the 'tests, Ski K. B.
Rege, Assigtait Director, rendered,,yaluable'" athistance. The
field work, consisting of data coliection, 'administration Of
literacy tests, etc. was done by Mr. R. Mathur; Senior
Technical Assistant "and Mr. S.' V: Gupta,. Technical' Assistant
in the Directorate:-assiiited by Messrs Singh, S.. N.. Rai,
P. P. Sharma, R. S. Kushwaba. and Baliau, investigators specially
appointed . for this purpose. ..They also assisted in tabulation
and other work in- connection -with thestudy. Analysis-of data,
their iinexpretation and drawing.:conclusions was done by
Dr Mrs.)..S.-Mulay.,;in,collaboration'with Mr. Hedegaard is-
ted .by Messrs R.xS.-Mathur ;and S. V. Gupta. Mr. Y. N.
Saxena, Sub-District Inspector of Schools la Lucknow District
and Mr. K. -S. Slrote,.;Princisd, Farmers. Training Centre at
Bakshi-Ka-Talab -arpecated in the field- work- and the U.P.
Government agr!ed -to 9nr, request-to select Lucknow District
for this evaluative study. The lisstAraft of this non-technical
rePort-was pretKired bY Mr. Hedegaird in collabomtion with
the concerned ofricers in the Directorate of Adult Education.
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This draft was revised and editzd by the Committee of Direc-
tion. This non-technical report is a condensation of a formid-
able mass of data which is being presented in the technical
report

7. We would like to take this opportunity of sincerely
thanking all those who were directly or indirectly involved in
the field work, analysis and collection of data. We would also
welcome comments and suggestions on this report, so that the
methods and techniqtr.n. of evaluation can be improved.

8. I have great pleasure in releasing tbis report which, we
hope, would be of considerable interest to adult educators,
social scientists, educational planners and administrators in this
country and abroad.

New Delhi
April 22, 1971

S. N. SARAF
Director,

Bureau of Pilot Projects,
Adult Education & Statistics,

Watistry of Education & Social Welfare
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L INTRODUCTION

1. The need for a substantive reduction of illiteracy in India
is apparent Although the percentage of the literate adult
population has nearly doubled since 1951 rising from approxi-
mately 17 per cent to about 30 ,per cent in 1971, the number
of illiterates has increased from 298 million to 386 million
during the same period m2inly due to inadequite provision
for literacy prograinme and because of growth in population.
With this population explosion has come a corresponding need
for increased food productionanother national priority. Fortu-
nately, the development of new high yielding varieties of food-
grains and improved agricultural technology have made this
achievable. This advance in turn requires that farmers have
a higher level of technologjcal knowledge and slaTs. The ob-
taining of these is made possible only through an effective
functional educational programme of demonstration and mass
media. The full utility of such a programme can be realised
only by the .tierate.

2. It was with the attainment of the 'Green Revolution'
as an objective in mind that the development of the High-
Yielding Varieties Programme was undertaken. To support
this programme, a comprehensive educational effort was initia-
ted known as the Farmers Training and Functional Literacy
Project in 100 selected clistricts. This Pilot Project, conceived
and initiated in 1967, utilised an integrated approach in selec-
ted areas with the Afmistry of Agriculture responszlle for all
agricultural demonstration activities and farmers training, the
Ministry of Education assuming responsiliility for establishing
Functional Literacy Centres and the M1gstly of Information
providing radio support through their farm broadcast units.
Two UN agencies, the FAO and UNESCO with financial
assistance from the UNDP contribute a very limited amothit of
expertise, supplies and training assistance.

M of E&SW/71-3
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3. The Functional Literacy Project, as an integral compo-
nent of the Programme of Farmers Training and Functional
Literacy and conceived as part of UNESCO World Experi-
mental Literacy Project, has had a rapid expansion since its
modest beginning in three districts in. 1968. This grew to 10
districts in 1969, 25 in 1970 and the programme is expected to
be operating in, 60 districts by the end of the 1970-71 financial
year. During this period of time, district supervisors and
teachers were trained in all the districts where the programme
has been operative. Many reading and teaching materials in
the regional languages have been printed. About 1,954 classes
have been completed and 2,983 are presently beimg conducted.
Most important of all, 51,304 farmers have reported to have
been made literate, while another 64,577 are presently under-
going literacy, training. By the .end of the Fourth Plan, it is
expected to cover about 1 million illiterate farmers under.. this
programme.



IL PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

4. The programme of functional literacy, as an integral part
of the prograinme of Farmers' Training and Functional Literacy,
is expected to contribute a great deal to the socio-economic
well-being of rural India. The broad objectives of the func-
tional literacy component, as conceived in the development of
the basic programme guidelines are:

(i) to increase the aftainment and use of literacy slalls;
.4, 4

(ii) to bring about the socio.-economic change on the
individual with iiarticular emyhasis- on changes in
agricultural production.

In establkhing the Farmers Training and Functional Literacy
Project, one of the: eniential conoTts was the derlopment .of
an objective evaluation scheme for, programme improvement

5. This study attempts to determine the extent to which it
has been possible to achieve these objectiiir ithrotighja Syste-
matic evaluation whiel was -Carried out in- Lackhoiv district
where the integrated programme' of -Farmers Training and
Functional Literacy has been in since 1968. The

.0,study anticipated three major benefit=
(1 )Tested procedures- and methodology,for an expan-

ded evaluation programme.
fT "1" r

(2) IfOr=Maar Ieverstaff in a- comprehen-
-""-silotTevalvation1Programine:;%rf,e,

(3) Preliminary information temfur bilbetaidance of an
expanded and iitore intensive ..-Thmetknal- Literacy
:progrtmme4.;:, ,t4

6. The specific objectivesIsctihe PilottStridyAsere,to obtain
qualitative and quantitative measurements og, -

(1) The attainment and Ise of.literacy skills.
ZTIL.

..`"
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(2) The impact of the programme on the imUvidual
with particular emphasis on changes in agricultural
production.

(3) The teaching/learning situation.

7. Li order to achieve these 'Objectives, a- comprehensive
study, to measure these, accomplishments and change in.both
purposes of evaluating the:programme ,of :functional literac3i-in
Lucknow district was made and the following-indicators , were
developed and used:

A. Literacy aftainment
Level of _reading. al)ffity

(H) LiVei of Writing-ai0i:
.(iii) Level of performance-in
k (iv) 'Degree:of comixihension

(v) Degr*'of _application'iof-TeaTrOg-and`-writing` abffity
' - ;

.(viii) lCnowledgrpgardin&higkyieldingAarteties of wheat
,

AdOlitienicsf

persoialsoiw

(1).....gg)osure ,to personal i'sources17

E. Atfitude tovvardr.:educafion,---
(xh) Attitude' tottratils; adult literacy

F. Socfal partfcipaflon
(xiiO Participation in -foimal organisations.



,

. :

Iii.I.DESIGN OF THE STUDY
8. No socio-economk bench Mark data-had been obtained

for the area under study. In the absence of such a-data the
studY of necessitY . was* cOnducted on an 'ix:oost-factit basis
using experimental and matched control groups.

Sampling Procedure .

9. The experiniAtal group consisted -of a4ult farmers, drawn
from 12 villages in Luckaow district, who had- attendedlunc-
tional literacy classes. Six of these were in Bakshika-Talab
block and had completed tbree batches of functional liferacy
training during' 1968-69 and 1970." The other six villages were
equally- divided among the- three adjacent blocks, of Sarojini
Nagar, Mobanlarganj and riosainganj. TheY total nUmber-- of
participants the experimental-troup-of 240 men respondents
were equallY 'divided among the threebatches.

10. Four villages (One from each block) were -selected as
control group from which 80 illiterate male respoiidents were
randomly selected. The factors:111m tEmogarthic* and :socio-
econoMic characteristic i!IFlacYng- age--9cc,Watica.
holding .,11..re.--,gulfrigy luseCi to assume PF91)Fri izatching .1.3,i7#21
the exP'erfinC.1421:Plc. c°ntr21 gYup )1 An ,OSTRt 3ras mp -0
ste that the -SVeiimentalcar4-zontroSe11PPI ;had the.. same,
characteri. : paragrap
follow. (For details see -45RPF11414F,..T.,,apteer1)-----)

brief--trescriptionrof the: vfilages:.#volved and the:TreS-:
pondentic background.Will provide. a., broad-,over-view ,of the
social milieu and:community-structure of thestudy, area. This
his been --discussediqm4s.rithe followint heads:.

(1) Size of the viflge
(2) Age-grouping of the sample

. (3): Primary,and, Secondary, occupations.

,(4)-1-!aiici-ellc'klings% -

3

.?
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Size of the V4lages
12. The 16 villages in the sample population, although not

entirely homogenous hid.. character, were...thou* to be typical
of the area. Population ranged from, 700_ to, 4000 and only
three were reported icc,be Jacated on a..metalled road:- /In --ten
of the twelve experimental and two_ of 'the fouccontrol vdages,
primary school facilitiei were available- while-:Ody- one village
had a Middle schOoL Farmeri discfission grouPs were'reported
in ten of the experimental villages. Corpotafenr,pattern: 'were:
similar in all villages with_ -wheat being the domirAnt rwiater
crop and rice the dominant summer crop.

Age-grouPing
;

13. The age-grouping of the sample popUlation indicated
that well over 70 per cent of both groups were under 33 years
of age and that the dominant age-srouping 'for the,e4erimen--
tal group was that of 15=25 years. The relative Yon& of the
functional literacy participants has to be kept in mind for a
better understanding of subsequent analysis. (For 'details, see
Appendix Table 2).

Primary & Secondarreccuparrons
14. Farming Was- the Major oc'cupOon for' bothAhe experi-

mental and control groups: Patin labour *and other coecupa-
lions together accounted for' only .a mince,pOrtion of the
primary occupation for lxidi groups. Ok.those.ltiving secondary
occupations, farni labour' accounted for abOut one-third in- both
groups, while other 'oc6ipationi aCciOuated for abauCone-sixiii;
Nearly half of the experimental group tlid-..not -have a secondary
occupation compared to about, One-third for the control which-
may indicate slightly larger petvcentage. of furl:time fanners
among the experimentat.group. (For details see-Appencrtv
Table 4).

Land holdings

15. The majority -respondents of both groups had
land holdings between one and four acris: 'The7total of these
three size gimps accounted for.57.5 and 55.0 per cent of the
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reipondents in the experimental and control groups respectively.
Of particular interest are the few in the landless category which
indicates that the large majority of the respondents were either
well established-farmers-or a member Apt such a household.
(For details see Appendix

Methods of Data Collection

16. _Primary data. was team -of . seven an:ter-
:y.iewers I2S.11_,December;:1970.- :They
jnterviewed, a,total. of:240 adult functiOnal iiaiticipants

u-s44 a coPiPrell.0*i.::iilteq,- SiouP. -and
a series of simple_literaay testi. Ilie:teachiri",ind suPeivisors
serving the area were also 'interviewed tO Obtain data relative
to the teaching situation. Basic 'socio-economic data was
obtained from Block records.

The Content of the Study
17. A large number of factors wete used for measurement

purposes. These covered the folkwing areas:
(a) The literacy skills attained by the participants, their

ability -to use- them and the existing- teaching situ-
ation in the villages. These skills and their use
were measured by a set of, simple- time/accuracy
tests of reading, writing...and calculation and the
filling of a sample fanni plan.

(b) The impict-on agriculture Was measured by testing
through intertiew:%-;

(I) the Imosieledge of -'improved.faxin, practices
th2".+:f

(2) the_ extent and level :of adoption- of these farm
a

practices.

(c) The teaching/learning situation was measured by
interview of the 12 tea&.ers conducting 'the func-
tional literacy awes.



IV. FINDINGS OF TIM STUDY .

18. The major fincruis of the study are presented in the
light of their significance. For purposw -of brevity, the three
batches of respondents, who had undergone functional literacy
training, have been combined and treated as One gioup in this
non-techniCal report In the technical, rePore an attempt has
been made to treat them separately. Detailed bles are Embed
to the appenclix, so that those ho wish to delve inore deeply
can 'do so. The ,finenigi of the Study harebeini summarized
under the following heads:

(A) Literack Attainments.
(B) The Impact on Agricultural Production.
(C) Changes in Attitude towards Literacy Acquisition.
(D) Social Participation.
(E) Exposure to Radio Piogrammes.
(F) Contacts with Extension Workers.
(G) The Teaching/Learning Situation.

A. Literacy Attabnnents
19. A concerted 'attempt was made to deteiraine the literacy

skills of the functional literacy partiCiPants through the adminis-
tratibn -of simple tests. These-tests included time/accuracy meas-
urements for reading, writing (by dietation or. _transcription) am.I.d
simple arithmetic ...calculations.: It, also ,meisured the ability
of the resporidentS tO Are these skills preparing Simp1e farm
plan. Tests devised for these. SpeCific purposes _w.4e -based
on-the instructional syllabi of' the ''trai#2g progr1me. The
following are briefly the findings of the 'stridy iged under
the heads:

(1) Reading .abflity.
(2) Comprehension of materials-
(3) Writing skills.

/
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23. The 57 respondents, who could not attempt dictation,
wcre asked to copy a simple passage. Of these 48 or 80.8
per cent could copy reasonably well. This indicates that at
leaFt part of the difficulty in writing was duc to the respon-
dents inability to perform properly under the testing system.
Therefore, it may be assumed that the writing skills measured
may be undervalued to some degree.

The Use of Liteiacy
24. Ibis was tested by having the respondents complete a

simple farm plan_ As might be expected it was necessary for
the interviewers to explain in detail the use and content of
the form. The. results were scored on the basis of a maximum
of 14 (which represented the number of items in the form).
Of the respondents tested (240), 10 per cent could not attempt
the form, nearly 18 per cent could correctly fill in less than
six of the fourteen items, and an additional 15 per cent scored
between six and ten items. Howcver, nearly 40 per cent of
the respondents had scores of 12 or more indicating a relatively
high capability in this test (For details, see Appendix Table 9).

Arithmefie Skills

25. These were measured by administering a simple test on
which no time-limits were set This was scored on the basis
of 100. More than one-fifth (22.5 per cent) of the respondents
were unable to cope with any of the test problems, while an
equal percentage were able to solve less than half of the total
problems. However, 55 per cent were able to solve more than
half of the total problems and nearly one-fourth had scores
exceeding 80 (For details, see Appendix Table 10).4

26. The interviewers observed that those respondents, who
scored above 50, generally used systematic pracedures as taught
in school while those who scored belOw 50 relied to a, large

degree °n simple crigital and oral Inwedures- These observa-
tions imply the strbnt possaiility .of the lower scoring group
obtaining their arithmetic skills from Sources other" than school
or literacy classes.
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Drop-oat rates

27. These were calculated by participant interview, a drop-
out being defined as anyone who was not attending clam during
the final weeb of teaching. Of the 240 respondents, only 42
or 175 per cent failed to attend class threughout thc teaching
period.

Recognising -that such limited numbers provez limited
substance for analysis, reasons for dropping out were classified.
Adverse -family circumstances were ;he most common reasons
given (alleged or real) and was a- contributing factor in more
than three-fourths of the drop-outs. Fatigue in tbe evening
(47.6 per cent) was another common factor, followed by work
involvement (23.8 per cent) while disinterest, sickness, learning
difficulties, class location and regularity of classes were rela-
tively minor in importance. (For details, see Appendix Table
11).

B. The Impact on Agrkaltaral Prodiaetioa

28. One of the major objective of the pilot study was to
determine the effect of literacy training on agricultural produc-
tion. To obtain a measure of this, an effort was made to
determine among all respondents:

(1) their levels of knOwledge of recommended practices,
and

(2) to measure the rate of adoption of these practices.

29. Included in the interview sChedules for both experi-
mental and control groups were questions designed to deteraine
the respondents' knowledge of the various practices recommen-
ded for the lEgh-Yielding Varieties Programme and the degree

(Sorghum) were used as theliasic subject to be tested. The
following are the results of the stadi'irranged "under the heitds:

to which these iiractices were being' adopted *heat and Jay.=

...

(1) Knowledge of reCommended
,

(2) Adoption of recommended practiees. f

1E7
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quately matched (and these results tend to support this assump-
tion) it may be inferred that participation in the Functional
Literacy class had a very significant effect on attitude change. If
this is the case, the developthent of a more positiVe attitudelto.
wards literacy acquisition.may make for a more vositive. attitude
toward other types of development. Such an assump :tron is sup-:
ported by the rate and level of innovation adoption previously
crscussed. Such innovation is a true reflection of attitude.

D. iocial
39. The level_ and, degree of ,change in

of the two groups was measured by inquiring into, the respon-
dents' past and present membership in siX.types °ritual ottani-
satiOns. AmOng the Frmational. Litiracy 'participants, 37.1
per cent had been members of one or more of these organisa-
tions before their literacy training, compared to 42.5 per cent
at the time of investigation. Among the control respondents,
the corresponding percentages for a similar time cliffereatial
was 32.5 and 37.5. per 'cent Although the level cif participatioi
was higher for the experimental than 'for the control group;
there was little clifference in the degree of change:. "It inclicatei,
that a high level of social participation in a Commuitity may
he a precrsposing factor foe, the organilation of,a Functional
Literacy programme.' "(For detailiSee'Appencruc Tahle'

E. Exposure to Ratlio
,In order to cktenume onthe effect of the programine

raclio Iiitening;alt rrspOndenis-,`Were
, .

listening habits daring..: -a typical Week' The
ted revealed that approxim4ely 9f #1P
literacy participants littened t6-racffeol. prOgrarninei-
to only 35 per cent of the contrOliiiinp., -A much lieler Ter-
centage of ihe'itinctional titiraWVarti'mpatitsrstetbid to agri-
culture and ieneial:progranine than the iiontiorgiciup,:::- Th6
control *64 iPparcitly:',vieweeriacfio'irioie asifteirtert -eminent
meclia than cfid `'its'incricated'Irf:Ifie
dominance., of- listeners, of control group _that typer of tpro-
gcanune-:
informational type programmes- than 'litre' cOntrol9;graup; The

+a

21
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radio exposure of the experimental group of listeners was subs-
tantially higher than that of 'the control group. _

F. Contads with Extension Workers
4L -In order to obtain a measure of the influence,of literacy.

trainizg On contacts' :with -agricultural extension 'workers,: res-
ponthalts were: qiiestioned on t.he'- frequency of discussions-, with .
extension workeri and cither- agricultural developmenu officers.
It was fouvd that the percentage of total cc.aTacts,ofthe ,experi-
mental group was well over two times thin-that "Of thi,'''Conirol
group, while . the percentagerof _the expainiental group having
frequent contaCts, over three times Veitei-than' that of =

.
the corresponding_ control group. This indicates -that the integra-
ted programme is being realized .,to some:7.- degree: ,

42.. The respondenti were also aueslioned on whether or
not the-information they received was adequate and/or timely.
In the experimental grouP, 90.5 per cent_ indicated that the

-information was both adequate,and timely While In the control
group 83.3 per cent indicated it was adequate and 66.7.rer cent
indicate& it _was timelY. . Thig indicates that the f actional
literacy particiPants could junderstand the ., extension workeri
better- than- the contro! group and that ishey made pquiries in
time to utilise the inforniation effectively.

43. The village level worker (Gram Siii,-ak) Was the only
person contacted with -any degree,or regularity, accounting _for
over -90 per Cent or the 'contacts:"for 'botlf group.,

_ . ;

a The teaclaing/Learning Situation
, = f

.- -44. Becausemof the limited time available,and.,because no
classes were being-actually. conducted during -the fime of inter-
Tiewing, limite4 data Yi_as,. obtaine-F1 regarding the
learning situation. , However- there wis, sufficient data supplied
to inake -a.general description ,of .the, situation. ;

Obtihieif thoügh interview about the l2 :
tiacheii

'9 Of" the ' 257iiid'
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Irs of age, two were between_35 and 40 and the other was
s56 years old. SL (50 per cent) ,of the teachers were middle
pass and only one was intermediate. Eight of the: twelve had
undergone Irmdustani Teachers 'Certificate/Basic training Conise
training one-had-qualified for Junior Teaching Ceitificate whue
three had-no formal traking in education prior to.their aiSign-
ment as functional literag teachers. All thc- teaehers were
experienced -with ten of -the twelve-having taught-betWeen 5
and 10 years, one bad only 3 years while the older teacher
25 years. Their exPerience also varied in natUre* with six

A. having taught in three or more locations, and 'four had.taught
ar only one. location. All teachers hid -othei full-time- teaching
jobs with ten of the twelve teaching in 'primary- sabools and the
other three in middle' -schools.

-46. Ten of the twelve teacheri reported receiving some
-training in preparation -for. their - assignment .to: the.'iunctional
literacy , 'Classes. Six were trained at the Extension Training
Centre in Bakshi-ka-Talab while- four received training from
their supervisors (wbo "had previously undergone training).
The course work included sPecial teaching methods for:adults,'
tech-zical aspects of recommended Hagricu1tuiaF praciices,Village
survey procedures and a general orientation '- to the cOncePts
-and piaciices of the- functional literacy-programme.

47. The pay of these teachers for their regular jobs was
Rs. 100--pei month for-five and RS.1125 for theT other ,seven.
TheSr -also received an honbratiuth of Rs: 25 per' posnaii- for

-teaching thel"funetional_,.literady'-elasses:,---

48. In Luckr.--ow, districC'supervisors mere appointed, ix

assist in imph:menting. the -programme. with one,-:SupertisOr. to
every ten centres.. In the course..of the survey,,:four of ;the
five superVisors with responsibilities in the area: were_ contacted
for assistance an& inforination.:: ,the teiaher ill of
these supervisors -had thein
being -iniddle 'School teaCheis, in "the area.-',The?Weie' Older
and, -more" experienced than-`, the' te-achers--raniing-frt37to
49 years, had more training with three- being"-''therinediaii pass,

44
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one graduate and one postgraduate: :Allof them. taught agri-
cultural subjects and had received .special training- in agticr4-
ture in their formal, sehooling. They had also received sliccial
orientation and -subject matter .1..raining'prior,to assignment ai
"supervisors at the Departinent of Adult Education& in:Ncw, Delhi.
The supervisors reported an aveage..nionthly,salary of Rs. 350
for their regular teaching assignments plus Rs., 50 honorar
rium each month for their supervisor responsibilities.-

.

49. Both. teachers and supervisors had a _substantive back-
ground in practical agriculture since most of them were pra6-
thing farmers at least to some degree.. TheY had received-
additional information from..,fi-ela extension, workers.- and from
the Farmers Training Centre in Bakihi-ka-Talab..

-

50. The facilities provided for _holding .the, classes yaried
'a good deaL Four of the teachers felt that the buildings:mere
unsuitable and inadequate particularly, during the rainy-season.
They also indicated a need for additional audio-visual and
demonstration material and safe storage for all teaching
materials. In the village ,areas it is_ often dcult, tp obtain
-note-books, ruled paper, pencils, _and. in some 'places Accrosene
..oil. No standard provision has been established for suppl,ying
and fmancing ,these -and in numerous occasions some or, these
had to be purchased out of the teachers modest honorarium.

"_
51. In general, teachers_ felt, a, need for more/training in

technical agticultutP:-.?nd in Pethods of tqaching litetacy to
adults. They expressed a,need for _addi#Onal reading materials,
particularly some which could be entertaining in nit= in
addition7-toqbeing instructive:, -They= also --felt Abut thi primers

.neecifid to.: include _locally used ivords, shorter. senteices-:and
better arrangement of subject-matter:

. :;..."."` ""tri."14

4 . : 52. sul:Srvki9ta rPPotted greatt:clifficulty in, peffOrming tbeir
jc)!) invol.ve41; total
bicycles ;Pnd ,P..'bliC,759nv.PY,ance,.-a fdegree ,;Pf .danitec.in

alonF at ,night, pinIca _heavy: regular; .wPrk 40,ad vfere'itePot-
ted.. as ,majoi problems.
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53. All teachers (except one) and supervisors reported that
village leaders had a very favourable attitude towards the
functional literacy;:classes(vThese.Lleaders: felt that the pro-
gramme had a beneficial influence pm.

;

(1) dissemination of knoWledge of improved agricul-

(2) increasing agricultural production;
(3) achieving' literacy skills; and
(4) rural uplift in general. _

:

Jr!

'

;



V. GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

54. The Lucknow Pilot Study has served as a pilot in the
true sense. The major benefits eXpected haire been. realized.
The study has resulted in tested methOds and procedures which
can be used in an 'expanded -evaluation scheme lt has pro-
vided valuable experience for staff members so that future
aspirations for evaluation programmes and realism ,in respect
of evaluation are not in conflict. Most important, it has
provided some feed back on the progress of the programme.
There are a number of observations which can be made and
inferences drawn which bear on:

(1) development of a comprehensive evaluatioa pro-
gramme, and

(2) success of the functional literacy programme.

Development of a Comprehensive Evaluation Programme

55. Proper sampling procedures, the selection of areas and
obtaining credible data need to be emphasised. Continuing
supervision by professionals trained in evaluation must be
constantly maintaithed. There is also a need for additional
specialists in analysis and design if evaluation work is proposed
to be expanded. There is a need for more observation by
trained personnel of the teaching/learamg situation. Highly
selective procedures must be employed which will provide
condensed data capable of being expanded to meet all analysis
needs. A solid foundation has been laid for truly productive
evaluation sttufies. Only through alch studies can the results
of the functional literacy programme be adequately appraised
and intelligent programme cfirection realized

Success of the Funcfmnal Progiammes

56. There are several conclusions that can be drawn which
may be useful in disecting the future of the functional literacy



21

programme. This report has presented evidence that the pro-
graznme has been efficacious in &un- ma"for areas: (1) develop-
ing literacy skills of varyingolegreps. of utility, (2) dissemina-
ting knowledge of improved, agricaltural practices, (3) speeding
up the adoption rate of these practices, and (4) effecting
certain attitudinal' '`changes." Ihti assuinei 'spicial significance
when_ we find that over 90. per -cent of the Functional- Literacy
pirtieiPanti. belonged-i?-icliedided caste and other backward

_ _
clas,27 Although tbese j*TICiaticiris-- are of a P°541.4ve n4ture
the, Study also raises-. issuei Of concern which need th.oughtfUl
s.tudy.

57. The increase in level of knowledge of,..,xecommended
agricultural practices has been influenced by the Sint:tonal
Literacy programme: However, thoughtful .consideteeds
to be given teaching materials and course oanteut,so that its
relevancy is assured-at the iMage level.

58. The effect of the Functional Literacy programme on
the adoption of improved practices is a profound one. How-
ever, such influence places a jFent responsibility on the teachers
to oiovide not only relevant- and accurate:,Aets Ahtiiit complete,
and conclusive information. It also demands a high degree of
coordination with technical agricultural speciaEsts so that the
dissemination of such information can be assured.

,
59. The effect . on attitude changes, though difficult to

measure with precision,. may, be-thelmost profoirnd in the long

run- The dt;gree..-ito whi.o*.gbase "attiturrinal changes result in
an increased social productivity for- .the- vrnage-,5 And larger
commtmitY wilt be the ultimate value test for the Functional

z ,!=-
,

7,7 r Pwr
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'APPENDICES

-Taniii I

.5arupk, Rhuics, Maga andRespondents

S.No. Block

Gr°uP GrbuP
,

V.Taties ResPonL Village! ResPon-
dents - dents

1 3 4 6
1. Bakshi-ka-Talab*

Batch.1 20
_Batch II J. 6 80
Batch III 20

2. Sarojinina .
3. Mohanlalganj .

Gosaingiud .

Taw.

-2(.)

20'
2 20

240

20

20
20

80

*Oak Bakshi-ka-Talab had respondents in all batches since .1968. All
other villages had classes' in 1970 only.

Dom 2
Distribution of the Respondents by Age

7"Exiierinientig Group-

S. .":Age-Groali
-Bateji I: ''-''Bitihtlrc Battli111,-

No; ... -No.

1 2 3 4 S 6

1- 15-25 . 37 46.25 38 47.50 35 43.75 110 45.83
2. 25-35 . 35 43.75 25 32.50 28 35.00 89 37.08
3. 35-45 7 8.76., 12 15.00 13 16.25 32 13.34

1 1.25 4 5.00 4 5.00 9 3.75

TQTAI. . SO 100.00 80 100.00 80 100.00 240 100.00
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Tams 3

Iliiteibe;tketerf Re spoodestts by ante

Expaimanal Group

S. Major castes
N°-

Buda 'Batch II Batch ur Total

No. % No. % No. X_ No. 7.

1 2 . -3 4 5 6 7 9 10

1. Brahmin- . . - 1 t..25 1 042
2. nal= 1.25 - 1 0.42
3. Kayastha 1.25- 1 2 0.86.
4. Mohammaden

...
10 12.50 8 10.00 1 1.25, 19 7.8

5. Backward . . 37 46.25, 44 55.00 34 42-50 115 47-8
Classes

6. Schedakd Castes i 31 38.75 .27 33.75 44 55.00 102 42.7

Tout 30 100.00 80 100.00 80 100.00 240 100.00

Dew 4
, .

PrimaryandSecondar;Orestpationoi the Responde,

(By Percentage of ResPoodeots)

S.
No. PrinJary Second- 777.- Primary Second-

ary ar3r-

Experimental N-240 COntrol N-80

;
2 3 4 d.' 5 '6'

1. F., puling - 93.3 4.6
Bum labOur . 2.5 32.9 5.0- 3.75

3. .15ther 4.2 16.6 -10.0 18.75

4

45.8 per cent of the ExPerimental Group and 33.75 per cart of the
Control Group did not have a Secondary Oornpatlon. 0,
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TABLE'

DroPoiO slespoildenit
:Reason)

Sl. No.

2 3 4

1. Distance from aass . . ..

(too far)
. 4 9.5

2. Lessons too difficult or subject not relevant . 5 11.9
3. Adverse Family circumstances . . . . 33 78.6
4. Not interested in Literacy . . . 7 16.7
5. Too Tired . . . . . . 20 47.6
6. No Spae Time . . . . . 10 23.8
7. Irregular aasses . . . .
& Sickness . . - . 5 11,90

Toroxi . 42* ,.100

*Many reported more than one reason.

TABLE 12

Literacy Ability and Whets Knowledge Scores
(By Numbers and Percent)

Sl. No. Literacy Ability

Knowkdge Scores

Tam.
Irish

(18-27)
Medium
(9-17)

'Low
(Below 9)

1 2 3 4 5 6

f. 23
(15.6)

r` 111
(75-6)

13
(8-8)

147
(61.2)

2. Medium . 2 53 11 66
(3.0) (80.3) (18.2) (27.5)

3. Low 1 18 8 27
(3.7) (66.6) (29.7) (11.2)

4. Experimental . . 26 182 32 240
Tam. (10.8) (75.8) (13.3) (100)

5. Control . 1 28 51 80
Illiterates (1.2) (35.0 (63.8),

00'
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TABLE: 13

Social Participationtlfilibys in Experimental and Control Group

'ExPeiriniental Group

SI._No. Membeiship of Batch I Batch II Batch III 'Vital Control
Organisations Group

(NameS)

I. Gram Panch-ayat
Past .
Present

2. Cooperative
Society , .
Past .
Present

3. Youth Club
Past .-
Present

4. Bhajan Mandali
Past . . 8
Present . 10

15
17

12
15

2 1

3 1

5. Political Party:
Past
Present .

6. Charcha Mandal
Past .
Present

Total
Past .
Present

1

13
16 35. 9

12 .

ONImMr

11
10

7

MGIPRRND SeC:. 1I-1' M of E4SW/7.17.8714-71-L1,200.
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